
P all adianWindow Tre atments
I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n  C o m p l e m e n t s

\{/too*,"atments should be the fint and
V V last step of the interior design process, in-

itially providing pflvaq and energy efficiency.
At the last stage of design, drapery delttl cwr
exprcss your penonal taste and complement
yourdecor.

It is a f.acI that even the most trans-
parent polyester sheer fabrics will provide
some protection to your fumishings from
the abuse of the sun. The Illinois Institute of
Technology revealed in a 1975 study that a
window protected by a shading devise during
the summer repelled 50% of the sun's heat.

The adjective, Pallafiian, describes a
classic styleof architechrre. AndreaPalladio, one
of the most illustrious architects of the Italian
Renaissance, discovered the architectural
proportions for an arched window in the ruins
ofAncientRome. Palladio modifiedthemotifsto
his own distinctive style and renamed it after
himself. Thus thep in Palladian is capitalizd
when refeningto *ris specific architectural style.

Throughout history ttre PaJIadim arch
style window, if decorated al alI,wu limited to
draperyhangrngfrom *receiling and above the
arch. It may have been painted wittr decorative
motifs in the French Neoclassic era, and Vic-
torian swags would have been draped above
and around the exterior of the window shape,
but not actually fitted to the window. Today,
the possibilities are endless with custom prod-
ucts available through the Interior Designer.

C l a s s i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e
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C US]OM ITARD WWDOW TRF" IME.VIS
Nanik, JoAnna and AJ. Boyd manufac-

ture wooden louven that fit the Palladian
uchto creatg afm-like sunbunt and are best
accompanied by a wooden shutter or blind.
I7ooden shutters are effective in controlling
light ard heat. Another product that can be
custom ordered *rrough an interior designer is
the Hunter Douglas "Duette" or Graber "Crya-

talPleat" arch, which opens and closes on the
slant of the arch like a lady's fan. Hunter
Douglas and Sun Flex fabricate horizontal
blinds in aluminum, PV and wood materials.
These blinds are continuous and maintain the
architectural shape of the Palladian window.
The cathedral wch, avefticd.blind designed to
fttpalladian windows, is available from [,ou-
ver Drape. It can be functional and handsome.

C USTOM D RAPE RY HAR DWAR E
Graber's "Crlatal Clear" flexible rodding

has multiple functions and cur be used with
lighnueight fabrics to create a sunburst style
Pallalian. Aluminum hardware for rod pock-
et drapery is manufactured as "FIex lllusion" by
Kinch, and desigrred for medium to healy-
weight drapery fabrio. Kinch also manufac-
tures "Kir{lex" aluminum eyelet hardware.
This hardware can be used to hang your
pleated panels that are custom cut to fit the
arch. Practicallv anv window treatrnent for a

rectangular window can be interyreted to the
Palladian by use of custom hardware. Whim-
sy valances and billowing panels are included
in the endless list ofpossibilities.

AC H IEYING 7IT E B 6T RES UT
The Palladian window is not for the

novice seamstress. It requires a lot of skill to
cut and fit fabric to this window with virtue.
Considering the expense of fabric and
materials, one should always consult an
expert. The client who hires a professional
interior designet lo aot as specifier or consul-
tant, project manager and purchaser, as the
middle person between the custom work-
room and himself, will usually be satisfied
with the final results.

There is a cofirmon language sharcd
between interior designers and industry.
Designers function at the wholesale level and
can help you budget lucrative advantages, The
custom workroom should always measure,
f.abficale, and install the treatment for the
best result.

Gail Romiti Littleton, IFDA, is a pattern fabrication
designer, with seuenteen years ofseuing erperience.
Seruing Washington Xletrl Area and abroad, Designn
Drapery Plus, her custom draperlt aorkroom is
located in Sterling, VA. Gail, an actiue fundraisu,
is Host Committee Cbair for IFDA "Resources 93,"
on tbe ASID Public Relations Committee, working
on "Daignersfor Humanit!," a newfund raisu
for 

"Habitatfor Humanifii "

lvooden shutteNs-and arch couaing
Palladian Frmch doors

Traditional embellishment uith lldqi's
harduare...Ihis Pallad,ian uindow has
curued pleated paneh, detdiled b), llpe 6
lanots, tassels, fringe and tiebacks, hung
oaer sheers that grace the arch andflaor

Historical suags, cascades and panels
uilh 4uslrian sheer benealh. couering
Palladian aindou

Casually elegant Palladian with fan
arch and bottom up Duette shade,
accented by decoraliue rod uilh
npplefold draperies hung just off the

floor, giuing column e[fect.
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